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HAMCOM 
Lone Star DX Speaker Announced 

and Prize List Announced! 
DX dinner tickets will be available online until midnight, June 5. 

The featured speaker for the LSDXA dinner will be Eric Scace, K3NA, co-
leader of the record-breaking Ducie Island VP6DX DXpedition. More 
details will be announced soon. Click here to view the DX dinner prize 
list.  

  

 
Click here or on the graphic above for complete info on the 2008 VP6DX DXpedition. 

ARRL JUNE VHF QSO PARTY 
June is just about here, and according to ARRL Contest Branch Manager Sean Kutzko, 
KX9X, that means the VHF bands are starting to get some steam. "If you've never 
experienced the fun of VHF+ operating, the ARRL June VHF QSO Party is a great 
place to start. With many HF radios now offering at least 6 meter SSB/CW capabilities -
- and some offering 2 meters and 70 cm as well -- any amateur with a Technician class 
license or higher can experience long-haul communication on the VHF bands," he said. 

Most SSB activity will take place between 50.125 MHz and 50.250 MHz. If conditions 
are exceptional, Kutzko said you may hear signals above50.250: "CW signals can be 
found from 50.100 MHz to 50.080 or so. The frequencies between 50.100 and 50.125 
MHz are a 'DX Window,' meaning it is reserved for QSOs between W/VE and DX 
stations. Please do not make stateside-to-stateside QSOs in the DX Window." 

The ARRL June VHF QSO Party runs from 1800 UTC Saturday, June 14-0300 UTC 
Monday, June 16. Be sure to use those extra bands on your transceiver and get in on 
the fun you've been missing on 6 meters and up! For more information on this contest, 
please be sure to check out the Contest Rules 
<http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2008/june-vhf.html>.  

SARA Club Meeting 
Thursday June 5, 2008 at the Bossier Main Library History Center on Beckett Street. 



 

ITU Chief Links Contesting, 
Emergency Communications 

The Secretary-General of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) says contesting is among '”the 
best training for all of us” in emergency communications, in an article in the June 2008 issue of CQ 
Magazine. In an interview with International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Secretary Dave Summer, K1ZZ, 
ITU Secretary-General Dr. Hamadoun I. Toure', HB9EHT, says "participation in radioamateur contests, field 
days or any amateur service exercises and activities are the best training for all of us, and during non-
disaster periods it's also a great fun and sport competition -- part of our hobby." See the May 2008 issue of 
QST for the full interview. 

Also, those at the 2008 Dayton Hamvention Contest Dinner, Saturday night, May 17, heard FCC Special 
Counsel Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, make similar comments.  He praised contests as an effective training 
activity for emergency communications operators. 73, Marsh, KA5M 

New Russian Satellite in Orbit: 
A Russian rocket launched from Plesetsk on May 23 carried a number of payloads to orbit, including a new 
Amateur Radio satellite named Yubileiny -- Russian for jubilee -- since christened Radio Sputnik 30 (RS-30). 
Operational details are vague at this time. Amateurs throughout the world report receiving signals at 435.315 
and 435.215 MHz; some report reception of CW telemetry while others report what appear to be image 
transmissions from the satellite. 

RS-30 is orbiting at a maximum altitude of 1500 km, creating a substantial communications footprint below. 
The satellite will broadcast audio and video about the history of the Soviet and Russian space programs, as 
well as signals imitating those broadcast by Sputnik I in 1957. According to the satellite's launch team, "The 
motive for development of the Yubileiny small spacecraft was the 50th anniversary of the first space satellite. 
With the help of that satellite, the new space systems and equipment are expected to get flight qualification, 
and radio-amateurs all over the world will be able to receive information on the history of space development 
and domestic cosmonautics achievements."  

OPERATING TIP 
If a caller asks the station you're calling to QSY to another band for a multiplier, follow them! For sure, the 
pileup on the new band will be much smaller and you might pick up a multiplier yourself before the station 
returns to the original band. If you don't call on the new band, listen for the station to return to the original 
band. Drop in your call a couple of times and see if you don't pick up a quick QSO while everyone else is 
waiting for a CQ. The practice of moving stations can be aggravating, but it can be turned to your advantage 
if you are alert and can QSY quickly. 

 

ARRL member Mary Von Lintig, KV2M, suggested the slogan for Field Day 2008: "Ride the Waves." A 
member of the South Jersey Radio Association, Von Lintig, inspired by the 2007 Field Day "bug" in last 
year's logo, enjoys VHF contesting and ARRL Sweepstakes and recently joined the Frankford Radio Club. 
"And, I like ARRL Field Day of course," she says. "I usually operate 21 hours of the event!" An avid portable 
radio operator, she has even been on-the-air while operating her lawnmower. "They also call me the YL on 
rollerblades." Mary and her husband Richard Van Lintig, KV2R, live in Voorhees, New Jersey. This year's 
logo was designed by ARRL Graphic Arts Supervisor Sue Fagan, KB1OKW, and Senior Technical Illustrator 
David Pingree, N1NAS. 
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